
Smart Growth Learning Lab

Wednesday, April 30th, 2025| 2:00 – 3:00 pm ET

Chart your community’s future with Smart Growth resources
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Agenda
1. What is Smart Growth, why it matters, and what it looks like
2. NAR resources supporting smart growth development
3. Success stories from the field
4. Peer brainstorming sessions & report out
5. Adjourn
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What is Smart Growth
Why it matters
What it looks like
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Del Ray, Alexandria, Virginia

Create 
Walkable 

Neighborhoods

#1
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Take advantage 
of compact 

building design

Ladera Ranch, Irvine, CA

#2
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Mix land uses

Atlantic Station, Atlanta, GA

#3
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Create a range of 
housing 

opportunities

Glenwood Park, Atlanta, Georgia

#4
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Strengthen and 
direct 

development 
towards existing 

communities

Carroll Creek, Frederick, MD

#5
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Foster distinctive 
attractive 

communities 
with a strong 

sense of place

River Walk, San Antonio, Texas

#6
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Preserve open 
space, farmland, 

natural beauty 
and critical 

environmental 
areas

San Francisco, California

#7
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Provide a variety 
of transportation 

choices

Missoula, Montana

#8
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Make 
development 

decisions 
predictable, fair, 

and cost-effective

#9
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Encourage 
community and 

stakeholder 
engagement in 

development 
decisions

#10
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NAR Resources Supporting
Smart Growth Development



Support public policies related to mixed land uses, walkability, public 
transit, and green space preservation to create livable communities.

Initiatives Initiatives Initiatives

Host a Planning and Zoning 
Course

Hold a stakeholder or 
task force meeting

Bring in a visioning & planning 
consultant

Lead initiatives with 
broad-scale community impact 
involving​ REALTOR® associations 
and public and 
private stakeholders​Conduct a study

Develop a land use or community 
plan

Grant Toolkit include 
criteria, resources and 
success storiesSmart Growth Grants

Help develop new policies, 
ordinances, or legislation

Support a conference 
or forum

SUCCESS STORIES

Learn More

LEVEL

01
LEVEL

02
LEVEL

03
Adirondack/Champlain Valley 
REALTORS® Helps Area Become 
Model of Smart Growth Planning 

Boise Regional REALTORS® Trains 
Local Communities in the Basics 
of Smart Growth Development

Five Years Later, Walkability 
Study Commissioned by Coastal 
Carolinas Association of 
REALTORS® is Still 
Paying Dividends

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/rural-outreach-initiative/rural-outreach-grant
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/acvr-sg0724
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/bar-sg0924
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/ccar-sg0922


State and Local Growth Polling Program
NAR's polling consultant surveys the opinions of ~400 local or state residents, living in a defined area, as a tool for government officials 
and to focus community opinions.

Learn More

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/smart-growth/polling-program.html


Transforming 
Neighborhoods

The NAR Partnership with 
Counselors of Real Estate (CRE) 
Consulting Corps 
helps associations address critical real 
estate issues such commercial 
disinvestment, housing gaps, and 
redevelopment after natural disasters. 

CRE Consulting Corps provides analysis, 
plans, and recommendations for REALTOR® 
associations and key stakeholders. 

Learn More

Applications Open 
December 1st, 2025

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/housing-opportunity/resources/transforming-neighborhoods


Planning and Zoning: Advocating 
for your Community’s Future

Sponsored by REALTOR® Associations, the Planning & 
Zoning Resource: Advocating for your Community’s Future 
class is a six-hour course that teaches REALTORS:

• The basic process of community planning and zoning.
• State-of-the-art community planning concepts that they can apply.
• How to get their community to live up to its potential.
• What is needed to make their community a better place to live and 

do business.
• The value and benefits of smart growth neighborhoods to 

homebuyers and communities.
• How they can help make smart growth possible.

Interested in sponsoring a class? Apply for the Smart Growth Action Grant to get up to $3,000 to cover the hosting fees.  Learn More

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/smart-growth/planning-and-zoning-class


Level 1: Construct outdoor demonstration and temporary projects to 
test a project’s viability or inspire permanent projects that increase livability and 
revitalization.​

Level 2: Create permanent outdoor public spaces such as trails and trailheads, 
playgrounds, pocket parks, pedestrian plazas, community gardens, dog parks, gathering 
spots, and alley activations.

Morgan County Association of 
REALTORS® 

MIBOR REALTORS® Temporary Butterfly Art

Learn More

Placemaking Grants 
Create new, outdoor public spaces and destinations on unused or underused sites. 

Before After

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/placemaking
https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/placemaking


28

Updated Placemaking Resources



Furthers the mission of fair housing.

Fair Housing Grants

Initiatives Initiatives

Education for REALTORS® to learn about fair 
housing, implicit bias and legal 
responsibilities.

Conduct a fair housing summit with 
stakeholders to discuss fair housing and 
local efforts.

Grant Toolkit includes 
criteria, resources and 
success stories

SUCCESS STORIES

Develop a curriculum with fair housing 
experts to design an education course.

Create a fair housing marketing campaign, 
documentary or exhibit.

Create a fair housing 
educational materials.  

Learn More

LEVEL

01
LEVEL

02
Associations Around the Country 
Tap into Training that Helps 
Members Recognize and Correct 
a Significant Obstacle to Fair 
Housing: Implicit Bias

Kansas City Regional Association 
of REALTORS® Sponsors Event 
at Museum Exhibit Revealing the 
History and Legacy of Redlining

Greather Rochester Association 
of REALTORS® Produces Video 
on Local History and Continued 
Impact of Discriminatory Real 
Estate Practices

View Toolkit

Hold a book club with a book that highlights 
Fair Housing history

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/rural-outreach-initiative/rural-outreach-grant
https://realtorparty.realtor/state-local-issues/issues/fair-housing
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/ilbor-fh0424
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/kcrar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/kcrar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/kcrar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/kcrar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/kcrar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/cmar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/grar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/grar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/grar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/grar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/grar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/grar-fh0423
https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/rural-outreach-initiative/rural-outreach-grant
https://realtorparty.realtor/state-local-issues/issues/fair-housing/toolkit


Housing Opportunity Grants
Support REALTOR® Associations in developing systems, programs, and policies 

to increase affordable housing access, positioning REALTORS® as leaders on 
housing solutions.

Education for REALTORS®: Offer a 
class with a speaker who’s an 
expert in buyer
assistance programs

Stakeholder Meeting or Task 
Force: Bring together all relevant 
parties to discuss local housing 
issues and share resources

Housing Fair: Host a one-stop 
event for first-time homebuyers, 
featuring experts or vendors in 
the homebuying process

Lead Impact Initiatives: Lead REALTOR®-
driven efforts with stakeholders, 
including:

• First-time buyer educational series

• Housing assessment studies  with 
community input 

• Housing supply awareness campaigns to 
counter NIMBY sentiments

Housing Study: Analyze housing 
challenges, key metrics, and provide 
recommendations for improvement.t

Support a policy forum or bus 
tour

Grant Toolkit include 
criteria, resources and 
success stories

SUCCESS STORIES

Learn More

Initiatives Initiatives Initiatives

LEVEL

01
LEVEL

02
LEVEL

03

Award-Winning 
Initiative to allow 
missing middle 
housing in Spokane 
Spurred by Housing 
Opportunity Grant

Seattle King County 
Association of 
REALTORS® Brings 
Elected Officials on 
“Missing Middle” Bus 
Tour Highlighting 
Design and 
Applicability

L

Level 1
Speakers, Classes 
& Trainings: 
up to $3,000

Level 2
Projects That 
Address Challenges: 
up to $7,500

Level 3
Comprehensive, 
Partnership-Based 
Efforts: up to $15,000

One Grant Per Level Each Year
10% Financial Commitment Requirement Waived
Applications Accepted until 10/15 or until Commitment Level Reaches 100% in 2025

Greater Lakes Association 
of REALTORS® Supports 
Housing Study that Leads 
to a Housing Trust Fund 
for Crow Wing County, 
Minnesota

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/rural-outreach-initiative/rural-outreach-grant
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/sar-hop0324
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/sar-hop0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/skcar-fh0623
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/losar-hop0823
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/glar-hop-0521
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/glar-hop-0521
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/glar-hop-0521
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/glar-hop-0521
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/glar-hop-0521
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/glar-hop-0521


Land Use Initiative
Upon request, NAR provides analysis of proposed state and 
local land-use measures that impact the transfer of real property.

Learn More

ISSUES COVERED

Zoning Enabling Legislation

Planning Enabling Legislation

Point-of-Sale Requirements

Property Maintenance

Regional Planning

Residential Rental 
Property Regulation

Sign Regulations

Subdivision Regulations

Transfer Taxes

Transferable 
Development Rights

Vacant Properties

Tree Preservation/Landscaping

Affordable Housing

Annexation

Community Character Preservation

Comprehensive/General Plan

Design Standards/Review

Eminent Domain

Environmental Regulations

Growth Management

Historic Preservation

Moratoria

Impact Fees/Exaction

East Tennessee 
REALTORS® Defeats 
Detrimental Zoning 
Proposals with Trifecta of 
REALTOR® Party 
Resources

https://realtorparty.realtor/community-outreach/land-use
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/tn-im1222
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/tn-im1222
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/tn-im1222
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/tn-im1222
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/tn-im1222
https://realtorparty.realtor/homepage/success-story/tn-im1222
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Success Stories 
From the Field
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Becky Wegscheid
Government Affairs Director 

St Paul Area Association of REALTORS®

Chris Bailey, RCE
Chief Executive Officer 

Greater Greenville Association of REALTORS®



Greenville Connects: 
Connecting Us to 

Opportunity



We all have a memory
of our first bus ride,

right? 



“South Carolina has a labor force participation rate of 57.3%, which is fifth 
lowest in the country," Bryan Grady, Labor Market Division Director for SC 
Works said. "This means that a relatively low share of people eligible to 
work are working or looking for work.”

“In many cases, these people may want to work, but have some sort 
of barrier to entry, such as the lack of reliable transportation."

Greenville News, June 8, 2022









NAR Smart Growth 
Learning Lab
Becky Wegscheid, Government Affairs Director
The Saint Paul Area Association of Realtors® (SPAAR)



The Saint 
Paul Area 

Association of 
Realtors® 
Territory



SPAAR’s Key 
Communities 

Program



Smart Growth Grants

Farmington, MNFaribault, MN Bayport, MN



Placemaking Grants 

Saint Paul, MN

Saint Paul, MN Coon Rapids, MN

Northfield, MN

Burnsville, MN



Housing Opportunity Grants

Blaine, MN Columbia Heights, MN
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Breakout Rooms
Develop ideas for initiatives that you can advance 
within your association (15 minutes)

 Don’t forget to assign a speaker to share at the end!
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Share Out
Share top takeaways and ideas from your breakout room

• Please keep your comments to 30-45 seconds
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Additional NAR Resources!



Spaces to 
Places Blog

Showcase the transformative efforts of 
REALTORS® and REALTOR® associations 
in revitalizing and improving public 
spaces within communities. This blog 
serves several important functions.

Scan Me!



Highlight achievements and best 
practices of  REALTOR® Associations  
in advocating for real estate industry 
interests, strengthening 
communities, and promoting 
property ownership.

Success Stories

https://realtorparty.realtor/news/success-stories

https://realtorparty.realtor/news/success-stories


Community Outreach 
Planning Sessions

30 Minute Zoom Session 
with Community Outreach 

Team for GADS, AEs

Brainstorm ways to use a 
grant or resource

Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
1 pm or 2 pm ET

Sign up at RealtorParty.realtor/community-outreach-planning-sessions



Deep dive into a variety of 
Community Outreach tools and 
resources provided to state and local 
REALTOR® associations to enhance 
engagement and influence in 
community development issues.

2025 Community 
Outreach 
Webinars and 
Learning Labs

https://realtorparty.realtor/training/community-
outreach/community-outreach-webinars

AUGUST 15

Leverage the Land Use Initiative to Oppose Transfer Taxes, 
Impact Fees, Growth Moratoria, Short-Term Rental 
Restrictions, and More

APRIL  30 

Smart Growth Learning Lab: Learn how to leverage 
resources to build better communities.

JUNE 17 

Space to Grow: Using Rural Outreach Grants to Tackle 
Broadband Access, Open Space Preservation, 
Environmental Standards and More

OCTOBER  8

Transforming Neighborhoods: Help Your Community 
Solve a Challenging Real Estate Problem

MARCH 22

Fair and Attainable Housing Ideas Forum: Collaborating 
for Inclusive Homeownership

https://realtorparty.realtor/training/community-outreach/community-outreach-webinars
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Thank You!
Please stick around for about three minutes to help 
us complete a short survey
Soon, you’ll receive via email: training recording, comprehensive 
survey, and links to resources
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